
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Thursday October 1, 2015 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor), Greg Lorch (Chair), Nancy Horvath (Vice-Chair), Mark Stanish, Steve 
Matz, Mary Stepney, Janel Charlton, Stacy Noem (for Barb Carlson), Roman Smith, Paul Buser, John 
Mazurkiewicz, Tracy Maginn, Christine Caron-Gebhardt and Lorraine Cuddeback. Absent were Alicia Fullenkamp, 
Trish Maher, Emmeline D’Agostino and Paul Buser.  

I. Opening Prayer: Fr. Kevin Russeau opened the meeting with a prayer.  

II. Review and Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of August 27, 2015, were approved by council. 

III. Commission Reports 

     a. Liturgy- Lorraine Cuddeback: We will begin using bells at Masses again beginning in Advent. We will 
catechize the parish in advance. In Lent we will switch to less cloth coverage of our altar furnishings. Will be 
starting a sacramental information series beginning with Eucharistic Ministers and what their roles should be. 
Council asked why the bells were stopped at St. Joe, but no one seems certain. Fr. Kevin said in general the Church 
moved away from bells in order to make the entire Liturgy of the Eucharist a focus and not just the Consecration. 
The Pastoral Council was in agreement with the choice to return the bells to Mass. 
     b. Community Life – John Mazurkiewicz: Welcome Sunday on September 20 was successful with many 
Pastoral Council members in attendance. November 7th is proposed date for chili cook-off. Erin Seeley and Dave 
Faulkner will chair the event. October 11 is next Sunday Social and it will be hosted by the Christian Action 
Commission. Donation solicitation was discussed and they will set out a cup for voluntary offerings. Next one will 
be on November 29th, no host yet, but perhaps another commission will host. St. Nick 6 committee is meeting and 
preparations are going smoothly. Fish Fry is scheduled for February 26th.  
Commission discussed the idea of coordinating with other commissions on events and wants all to know 
Community Life is willing to help with volunteers at any time.  
Next Welcome Sunday is January 24th. Greg said a suggestion was made to have new members stand and introduce 
themselves at Masses on Welcome Sunday. Some suggested our new members might not be comfortable with that 
so perhaps we could simply ask them to stand and be seen so parishioners could welcome them. 
     c. School Board – Christine Caron-Bebhardt: School Board talked about enrollment and curriculum changes for 
both SJGS and Preschool. They reviewed surveys from parents, talked about the effect the building construction is 
having on life at the school, especially playground particulars. Mrs. Wiwi talked about new technology being 
implemented by her and the teachers. 
Fr. Kevin said the School Board needs to be a resource for both the grade school and the preschool. 
Fr. Kevin said he feels unaware of what our school parents feel are our strengths and weaknesses as a school. He 
would like anonymous exit interviews from departing 8th grade families and any families who leave the school. 
Greg suggested we look to Venli as a resource. Fr. Kevin said we have a few ACE members on the School Board 
who also have a good background for this. 
Janel liked the Board’s idea to survey at the time of registration so if there are problems we can respond and retain 
people, or perhaps during Catholic Schools Week if we’d like to wait until the school year is underway, but before    
it is over. 
     d. Stewardship – Fr. Kevin for Paul Buser: Would love for each commission to have appropriate pictures and 
updated info on our website before next stewardship weekend. Looking to recruit new members, especially women 
as they currently have only one on their commission. Will ask each commission what ministries are most in need of 
volunteers so they can focus on those at next stewardship weekend. 
     e. Christian Action-Janel Charlton: Unofficial meeting. Theresa from Poverty USA from the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development spoke to a small group. It was an excellent and inspiring talk. Erin and Janel will highlight 
points from this talk at next Christian Action meeting. Commission is sponsoring the next Sunday Social on 
October 11; will also pack refugee kits then. Catholic Conversation at Corby’s set for October 14. Pinters will 



speak on refugees in South Bend and how we can help them. 
     f. Christian Formation-Stacy Noem: World Meeting of Families event this Sunday (October 4) . Good for all 
ages. Retreat to St. Meinrad’s in 2016 – looking at two potential dates, either August 4-5 or December 2-4. Looking 
for feedback on timing. Upcoming Year of Mercy – commission wants to highlight via website and bulletins, 
focusing each time on a different spiritual or corporal work of mercy with ideas on how to perform them. Survey 
about changing times of Sunday Masses: It has come up several times in last couple years that the parish doesn’t 
have a good block of time to gather for education or formation opportunities, including CCD. The idea has been 
suggested to make the gap between Masses longer to allow for these things while still allowing participants to 
attend Mass before or after their event. After a good discussion, the Pastoral Council believed moving Mass times 
would be a positive. Most seemed to feel that most 10 am families would not mind attending at 10:30, though they 
were not largely in favor of moving 8 am Mass earlier. 

IV. Old Business 

     a. Ideas on improving communication between the Council and the Parish: Council was asked to consider ideas 
at last meeting. Suggestions included giving lists of numbers to Council members so they could personally call and 
contact parishioners, putting a photo montage of all Council members in the back of church with their names and 
contact info, holding an open forum during the new “Mass Gap” on a Sunday morning when Pastoral Council 
members would receive any parishioners who wanted to stop by to discuss issues or present issues to be raised at 
future meetings. Lisa will talk to Sean about securing pictures and coming up with a photo for the back of church. 
There was also good feedback on commissioning various Pastoral Council members at all Masses last month. 
     b. Bereavement support: Ministry was discussed with Pastoral Team and it was decided that we have no real 
expert in bereavement counseling here and we tried last year to invite people suffering bereavement to the parish 
unsuccessfully, so we will continue to send cards and invites for the Memorial Mass each year and we will publish 
outside bereavement resources in the bulletin. Fr. Kevin said to let him know if you have other ideas. It was 
suggested at this meeting that we provide support information to families at the time of funeral planning as well. 

 V. New Business 

      a. Haitian Relationship – Fr. Kevin: The idea of adopting a sister parish overseas has been talked about for a few 
years. Fr. Brian did some research on outreach to a CSC parish in Uganda, but the idea did not develop. In the 
meantime, Fr. Kevin has noticed we have a number of local ties to Haiti. Haiti is also physically more readily 
accessible than Uganda. The Provincial from Haiti has visited Fr. Kevin. Fr. Kevin feels it is important that we 
establish a relationship somewhere. Another option than Haiti would be a local pairing. Council asked many 
questions and discussed the options at some length, even asking if we could do both. However, it would be very 
tough for our parish to try to send support to two other parishes – any financial support would require a specific ask 
of our parishioners. Fr. Kevin feels it best to choose one at a time to launch and do well rather than try to do too 
much and dilute our efforts. John noted that even if we partner overseas, we could still do community outreach here 
at home by inviting another parish to our Community Life events for example. Mark pointed out that our dollars 
will accomplish much more internationally.Fr. Kevin asked Council to talk to others about this and we’ll talk more 
as a council at next meeting. May form a group to plan, research, garner input, etc. Perhaps T.J. D’Agostino could 
speak to us on his experiences in Haiti. 
     b. Music: A couple people have commented to Pastoral Council members on our liturgical music. One said 
participation is way down. The New Translation of the Mass has caused some of this, as people have not learned 
the new arrangements. Greg asked others to follow up with those folks and ask for specifics to discuss next time. 

  VI. Adjourn – Greg Lorch 
 
 
 Next Meeting:  November 19, 2015 
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 


